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- vorkorod hbe Lo nyon of ha oayvivore dhon the Jotly approanhmt Lim
A |
unrujvor Jilhl lp,rm bo oo doung vumeroa iidden jen poatllons oponnd

- I'.uo. Tho lu:l-.l,(:opl'.ur wig Bib in Lho Yot cugine mad AL was dmagdiakely

"

lostb. ™ho Jokly had be exit the area on one cnplne. The gurvivor was

L]

belicved to bcl captured or ltilled .{'ollowing the Jolly's egress. The

. main di: ‘I'icultlina wore 1ocnt:,n{' the mmexr ou., mun po.;:_t.ionu, cspacially
the 12.7 po.ﬁiona. 'I‘hn oncmy froops wero walt.mp for the rescuo attcmpt

g and not fvr\(.i.n[1 auay their positions by firing at tha strildng aircraft,

On 21 lIa.rch after further preparation of the area in an attempt. to

; ‘ suppress a5 mych gfoﬁnd.f.‘ire as possiblc, Sandy 05 prepared for another

pic-kup "1tte‘npi;a llé dimcted the Smoke and ;‘Lrabic drops and tho Sandyq

f.‘lcu pratcativa‘covar while the Jolly Grnen made his run-in from t.he east,

Ai‘ter gomg in.’lltial de'.lay in .;potting the survivor a successful pickup: waa

' -made. Howevar, during one‘o.f.‘ IIa;j Idward M. Hudgens!, .Sandy 06, . .passes .

ha.s a:.rcrai‘t roceivad hoavy batt'lc dc.mago and wag obuorved to crash, Maj

Hud{;em su.'t.ainod i‘n.tal in,jur:l.eu.

Ce S’IELL Tmzm During 'ohe month of March bhere yas a marked decreass ip.

'bhe amount of truck traffic and activity in Steal Tiger., The . haze con’g.inuad
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to plagua oporat.ions by limiting nsxblln.ty at tires to 1 ~ 2 miles.,
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Strikes wore directed at 120 trucks during the month of which 30 were

destroyac‘; gj.ving a "Kill Ratio" of 1 deutroyed i'or avery h s’bmc:c. A

—lr:-lo::.-...&'..;.. .

compar::..zon in ‘poth trucks struck and ground fire received for the months
: . of Februzary 2y qnd Mayoh illustrates the decreased activity in Steel Tiger,

| leading up b ‘the Monaoan. Season. In February, 353 trucks were S"It.ruck
against ag con::pared with the 120 trucks struck this month, and t‘ng amount

of 37mm roactions was greatly reduced from 8 »126 rounds in Feoruary to k,150

@ rounds in harch. The Zorros continued to carry out the:.r uu._ssi on, oi‘ escorti":g

) the ZorrdLRf’kPré able ta malla
Dawngraded at 3 yeor ivlervuls;

Dretunified ofter 12 yeum.

pap—_E L AL

e el . .
A e o N N

R L N




" DEGLASSIFIED !u]

11th 'nire? States Alr Force ospital

4Ty - T 3 : 2 ] n
(Place)
UNCLASS’FIED e ”...':'{'-CE". 11\‘1‘!\
{’Dato)
I, Captain Richard A, Pagh I7  217-42=31326F70 , hereby state that
T8t James W, 31zve and Set Toneld T, Matysayl . has identified himself to me
as _Caswalty Feporting Pepresentatives USAF.

(Special Agent OSI, Air Police Investigator, Other—Specify)

I do hereby voluntarily and of my own free will make the following statement without
having been subjected te any coercion, unlawful influence or unlawful inducement,

e wage flying over Ban Phanop; had grod altitude when 37 mm opened up.

The alrcraft was in a turn when I sav a red ball flying toward us. The craft
vas hit below the cockplt and the cockpit hurst into flarmes. I do not kE;Z'wha:
type of maneuver the alrcraft t into but it seemed like negative Gs.

I hollered to Pennis to eject bur he did not eject. I hollered a second time
for Dennis to eject but he did not eject. Finally T reached down and ejected
Loth of us. The next thing I rerember was when I was in the chute. Tennis

2lso was in his chute, fairly close h»y. 'hen I kif, the ground T managed to inch
my was to a small cave. Dennis landed in a river dnd cravled ocut inte a small
thicket. e could not nove to fast because of teoo much activity in the area. I

A
1 HY’

heard on mygadio Tennils telling other afrcraft he was okay. I did the same. X
The crossfiMe was intense during rescue attempts. Deanis called for an S-man ﬁ%;
and stated thet if he did not get one he would be dead shortly. His position was AT
known and the enemy was moving toward him. An 8-man was not available., I §;¥
heard the?i?elling to Tennis znd then I heard 15 to 20 shots. 1T assume he Is dead. ?ﬁg
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UNCLASSIFIED

I further state that I have reed this entire statement, initialed all pages ang
corrections, and signed this statement, and that it is correct and true as written.

ol

- WITNESSES: (Signature)
- . / R ~
. L U By s

{Address)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, & person
(Addross) authorized by law to administer oaths, this

Vi

éAB,_Sﬂ 6:56 WJ@&% (Signatura of parson adminisiering oath)

{Addrosa)

{Typed names of person administering cath)

UNCLASSIFIED

{Oficial titln and grade)
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Record Details Page 1 of 1

--- General / Personal ---

L.ast name: HUDGENS

First name: EDWARD MONROE

Home of Record (official): TULSA

State (official): OK

Date of Birth: Sunday, September 6, 1931
Sex: Male

Race: Caucasian

Marital Status: Married

--- Military ---

Branch: Air Force

Rank: MAJ

Serial Number: 448302968

Component: Reserve

Pay grade: 04

MOS (Military Occupational Specialty code): Unknown/Not reported

--- Action ---

Start of Tour: Saturday, March 21, 1970

Date of Casualty: Saturday, March 21, 1970

Age at time of loss: 38

Casualty type: (A3) Hostile, died while missing

Reason: Air loss - Crashed on land (Pilot - Fixed wing aircraft)
Country: Laos

Province: Unknown/Not Reported

The Wall: Panel 12W - Row 030

Operation Smoking Gun has detailed information on several thousand vets listed on the
Wall who at one time were listed as MIA or POW.
Click here to perform an Automated Search of their files.

hitin//veww no-auarter.oro/code/detanls co?IDNO=448302068 3/29/01
]



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY TIE AWARD OF

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CRDSS
(FIRST QAKX LEAP CLUSTER)

TO

TERRY E. CAFFERY

Sergeant Torry E. Caffery distingrished himself by extraordinary achievement
while participating in aeriel flight as an HH-53 Pararescue Specialist in
"Southeast Asie on 21 March 1970, On that date, Sergeant Caffery participated
in an extended rescue effort for a downed United States Air Force pilot deep
vithin hostile territory. During the rescue, the recovery alrcraft was sudj-
ected to intense and accurate hostile fire. When it appeared that a companion
roscue helicopter was in danger of belng hit, Sergeant Caffery directed fire at
the truck-mcunted avtomatic weapen which was endangering the other helicopter
and succescsfully silenced it, insuring the safety of his fellow rescuemen. The
professional competence, aerial skill, and devotion to duby displayed by Sergeant
Caffery reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force,

. .nJ.v." W
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SN DECiASSIERD

Wolf 06, an F-4D, took off from Udorn RTAFB in late afternoon of
19 March 1970, for a visua) reconnpaissance mission over Laos. The
mission also served to orient the navigator, a new man in-theater, on
the prominent topographical features of the area. The aircraft com-
mander, Captain Richard Rash, wanted to'point out areas where they might
expect heavy gunfire along the route structure, and to brief the back-

seater on the characteristics of each type of weaponry he might
EAY)
encounter,

92/
The Captain described what happened:

I started to let down again as we approached Ban
Phanop. As we reached the westerm mouth ve vere

at about 7,000 feet. The Lieutenant made the
comment that this wae Boxer 22 country. I

replied, "Yes, it's the most God forsaken place

in the world.” 4s we crogsed Ban Phanop I showed
him the aupply irails along the road, the bulldozer
stall, and several other items of interest. Our
altitude had gotten down to about §,500 feet to
6,500 feet. As we were going toward Mu Gia, two
37mmn gqung etarted firing at wus from our left. They
were about six-level gunners, not very accurate,
but I thought it would be a good chance to show the
Lieutenant what gunfire tooks like so I pulled up
sharply into a left turn to keep them in sight and
break into the tracers. By this time it was getting
dark and the tracers were clearly vieible.

I told him to follow the tracers back to the ground
to locate the revetments. One of the guns firved
another round and he said, "Roger, I have the revet-
ments. " At this time I followed my normal procedure
of starting to break in the other direction in case
someone waeg firing from my blind side. As I started
to roll the airplane to the right I saw a huge red
fireball approaching from the right that seemed to
be about ten feet from the airplene. In my opinion
this was a 57mm round because I didn't see any other

44
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tracers and a 37mm wsually hae three or fouxr
tracers per string. The aize of the blast and
the stopping power also led me to believe it was
a 67mm. When I saw the fireball, I knew we were
hit. I heard the backseater scream, '"We're hit."

The aircraft instantly burst into flame and plunged abruptly
into a "high negative G" dive or spin. Under the adverse "G" condi-
tions, it was difficult to get out, but the pilot and navigator managed

to eject at about 5,000 feet, The time was approximately 1825 local
93/
time. Captain Rash recounted:

The next thing I knew I was in my chute. I lost
my helmet on ejection. There was no chaice to
select an emergency heading because we only had
about three or four seconds between the time we
were hit and when we ejected...I don't remember
the backseater ejecting or my leaving the airplane,
I just remember being in my chute.

I deployed my seatpack and pulled my survival radie
out. I began to transmit on Guard that I was down
tn Ban Phanop valley. I noticed at this time that
the Lieutenant was also on his radio. Before deploy-
ing the seatkit I looked around the area in which I
would be landing to find out if I wanted to deploy
it or not. Since I was apparvently going to land in
an open field, I deployed it.

Upon contact with the ground, Captain Rash departed the area
quickly because he heard small arms fire and numerous enemy voices
around him. During the awkward ejection he had suffered a severe
bruise on his foot and a muscle strain in his back, as well as first
and second degree burns over his face, neck, and lower arms. He none-
theless wanted to put immediate distance between him and the enemy. He

waded a shallow river, which then put the stream between him and his
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DECLASSIFIED

backseater, At one time he ran through a thicket where - in his
words - "I could have hidden, but all I could think of was the Boxer
22 report, where the enemy was all around him and seemed to know where

he was, and shot all through the area he was in."

The Captain eventually reached the base of the karst and found a
cave~1ike indentation where he hid, about 20 feet up the face of it.
He had been evading for approximately fifteen minutes. Pain and ex-
haustion, at this point, made him pass out. When he awakened, he heard
the navigator talking on the survival radio to Candlestick 42, a FAC/
Flare C-123. Captain Rash also came up on the radio to let them know
he was alive, and to try to give them his Tocation. He was losing
fluid from his burns and shock, and later credited his two water bottles

with giving him the strength and time to survive his coming ordeal.
24/
Speaking about the remainder of the first night, he said:

Enemy activity was astonishing. The minute we were
down the enemy started bringing in guns all around
our position., They had 37mm, 23mm, ZPU, and small
arms. It was obvious what they were doing and it
made me furious. They had set their pattern in a
erossfire, knowing that the SAR effort would begin
in the morning. They fired about 1,200 rounds
throughout the evening to make sure their cross-
fire pattern would cover the area where the Jolly
Greens or Sandies would be caning in. The first
night was spent to the tempo of many rownds of
triple-A going off all arvound me.

There was little doubt in Captain Rash's mind that he was down in
“Boxer Country." The enemy employed precisely the "flak-trap" tactics

they had, using Lt. Bergeron as bait, three months earlier.
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On 20 March, the first-1ight SAR effort began, and from that point
on, the F-4 pilot received constant fighter cover, bombing and strafing
repeatedly in attempts to soften'up the enemy defenses. It was not
easy. Enemy AAA was extremely heavy, and used the tactic of waiting
until the aircraft were pulling off their runs, and then “backstabbing”
as the fighters passed them. Only four Jolly Green attempis could be
made to rescue the pilot and navigator that day because of the intense
gunfire, three of which were for the navigator because of his more open
position. A1l failed; the helicopters took numerous hits and had to
leave the area. With evening approaching, it was apparent to Captain

Rash that the SARTF would have to break off further attempts for the
95/
night. He said:

After the attempt to get the Lieutenant out failed,
it began to get dark and I knew they would soon
have to close dowm the SAR effort for that day.

As they were talking about olosing down, I heard
the Lieutenant come on the air quietly and say he
had bad guye all around him, closing in with small
axms and AK-478. He said they seemed to know right
where he was. About two minutes later he keyed his
mike but didn't say anything. I heard bad guy voices,
it sounded like they had their mouthe right on the
mike, I heard him say, "Wait," and then the mike
went dead. I then heard 15 to 20 shote fired in
the area he was in...That terminated the SAR effort
for that day. The Sandieg told me to "hang tough"
and they would be back in the morning. I was at
my weakest point right then, both mentally and
physically. My final comment to them was, "You
don't really believe that, do you?" I got no re-
sponge to that.

The night passed rather quickly and quietly for Captain Rash,

since the enemy already had their AAA zeroed in, and apparently did
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not feel they had to change it. He heard dogs barking during the

night, and thought for awhile they were tracking him, but since they

did not approach his position, he figured they were merely dogs from
the local villages. The next morning the SAR effort resumed. They

immediately pinpointed his position and again began the sanitizing
98/
process. The Captain's narrative said:

They ctarted out with the "Papa Whiskies" (Pave-
ways), CBUs, everything else like they did the
previous day. They just pounded the area to
soften it up. They'd found out the previous

day that the karst formation where I was had
four or five heavy guns sitting right on top

of it. On this day they brought in the "Papa
Whiskies" and knocked those positions out. I
think Sandy said they were 23mm gun emplacements.

The first helicopter to come in overshot Rash and went about 150
meters too far, where it ran into a nest of machine'guns and had to dash
out of the area. After two and a half more hours of softening up, the
SAR forces made another try, this time from a different direction. To

97/
the Captain, it was a thing of beauty:

The scene was beautiful as they came in. The
Sandies had a daisy chain set up to where they
were dropping CBUs and strafing right ahead of
the Jolly Green as he came in. They were drop-
ping "Apeman' (RCA) too. There was a wall of
"Apeman”, smoke, dust, and bomb bursts on either
side of the Jolly Green as he came in.

Captain Rash vectored the helicopter in to the point where the
pilot spotted his flare, and from that point on the rescue went smoothly.

He and Lieutenant Bergeron had come back from "Boxer 22 Country" under
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almost identical circumstances., Both had been shot down over Ban

Phanop valley. Both had to eject within seconds of being hit. Each

was separated by a river from his compatriot (See photo, folloving page),.
Each had heard his fellow flyer probably killed. In each case, the enemy
used the survivors as flak bait. On both occasions, the Jolly Greens

had to abort several attempts at rescue because of the intense ground
fire. Both times the SARTF used laser guided bombs to take out the

heavy guns, and both times set up a wall of smoke, bombs, dust, and

tear gas on each side of the helicopter on the final, and successful,
rescue atfempt. Both crewmen had spent parts of three days and all

of two nights in the valley.
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Y=t B

1 Uubow

o)y 1054%.5e Be ALPHA SURVIVUR LOCATEL AND BRAVQ SURVIVOR 41A.
AKRn CREDITED WITh unE USAF COMBAT AIRCREW MEMBER SAVE. RS WAS

‘Aot 3 RHMMUABAOGEL ety

erLuYe TO ASSIST THE SURVIVOR ANy 13 AIR REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMP- o
AorEU. ON Th1S DATE THE SAR EFFORT TO KRECOVER WOLF 06'S SURVIVORS SR
A> CONTINUED. VOICE CONTACT wAS MAINTAINED WITH wOLF 06 ALPHA ‘ '
nrOLBHGLT ThE MIGHT AND INTO TnE RECOVERY EFFORT. ALL CONTACT WITH
rie bRAVO SURVIVOR WaS LOST Gw THE PREVIOUS DAY AND NEVER
LeS1ABLISHEL. INTELLIGEMCE DEBRIEFINGS AT NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB

F oSatuY 11 ANL NAIL 31 OF 20 MARCH'S EFFORT INDICATE THE
‘wsSIbLLITY OF BRAVG'S CAPTURE. AT 2102402, AFTER SUPRESSING HOSTILE
inee A RECOVERY ATTEWMPT ON'ALPHA' WAS INITIATED. THRE ATTEMPT WAS

‘5 "

BORTEL BECAUSE OF INTENSE GROUND FIRE THAT SEVERELY DAMAGED JOLLY. nid
REEN B4 AND WOURDED Uie E OF UOLLY GREEN &64'S CREW MEMBERSs. THE ﬁg
AmAGEL ALRCKAFT RECOVEREU SAFELY AT NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB AND THE 3. &g
OUnRDEL RESCUE SPECIALIST'S CONUITION waS DESCRIBED AS 'GOOD'. THE ) Ff
AR TASK FORCE THEN CONTINUED TO SILENCE THE HOSTILE ACTIVITY IN 2D f%?
ne. ARCA. AT 21/0545Z A SECONU ATTEMPT WAS INITIATED. THIS ATTEMPT 555

&

.

no SUCCESSKFULLY COMPLETED AT 21/058b1z. THE SURVIVOR HAD SUPERFICIAL
writS o HIS FGREARMe FACE AL ECKr» bURNS O HIS EYES AND AN

v TERMINED SACK INJURY. HIS CONDITIOK IS LISTED AS GOOD. AT

2 /00Bd2r Whilke IN THE PROCESS OF RECOVERING WOLF U6Ar ~NAIL 05+
anlY 37100 ANL SMOKE 27726 OBESERVED SARDY 6 TAKE A HIT. SANDY 6

‘Aot 4 KRHMUABAOHE] uuemyimmgis. _ .
m> AUVISED TO BAILOUT. THESE F1VE SOKTIES OBSERVED TRE STRICKEN L
UACRAFT UNTIL IT IMPACTED AND IN THEIR ESTIMATION THERE WAS NO -
'WSSLGLLITY THAT THE PILOT 6GT VUT OF ThE AIRCRAFT. NO CHUTE T
>LonTInGS OR BEEPER wWAS RECEIVED FROM SANDY 6. VISUAL CHECKS OF THE

RECKAGE BY ALRCRAFT WERE ALSO FRUITLLSS. THE MISSIING SURVIVORs WOLF

wor 1% CENNIS G. PUGH» 1LTs STFWe USAF. ALL AGENCIES HAVE BEE|

wViIsEy TO COWNTIRUE WITH AN ELECTRUNIC SEARCH AND LOOK AND LISTEN

vr wOLF 06b ALD SANDY e THE MmISSION O wOLF 06A WAS CLOSED AT

1760354, The KISSION ON wOLF GoB IS SUSPENDED.
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