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DiTZ: 1C = 1) Fobruary 1972
MISBION LIEER:  E-3-0il
FLIGET DESIGULTION: Jolly Groon 32

CLT20TIVE: EBESCOT AMD RECOVERY of two P-4 erotrczbars with eall sign Sea Fax
0L (Alphs end Dravs). Initially lsunchsd during heurs of darkness for atisnopted
risht recovary ennloying the Spht Resovery System {ms} equirmont. Jttempted
[T piclup was wasuccosaiul tut & IJirot 1ight effost was completed witk both
crowmanbors rocovorad, '

ARATIVE SGUDNT: At approsdmotsly Z000L 10 Pelruary 1572, I was notified &
thot the South crows {(Cuon FOL) hed tzen lovschod and that I wza to report o
LOth A0PE3 Crorotiops. C-ouws wszo b::::_: ocrronized ag Srismary back-upa for tha
tius Jolly Greons alrcady on scznaz. 45 2020L, instrucsions wers recoived to
lourch frem Chonmel &9 ond procsted south towsrds Chonnel 82, Departed Chane
nol 8% at 23305 in Jolly Greoon 32 with nigh bird Jolly Croenm 30. It is cone
sidered e—tromnly important that vrics to launch fron 59, bBoth m:yself ard the
Eropafs Comzondrr of dJolly Groor 30 hed coough tims o propare detail -::upa
i tho suspacted rocovory locstioza. On thocs mops wo »letied the szafes

cowres to the arcs, the mest reeont int ﬁlﬁlgﬂna"* on aid implacezents a‘::ﬂ enar-
gozcj' pefz oroas, Tho briof oppocitunliy Lo preplan e2nd elsc o siudy terTs
festuras and elovationd prlor to becouing alvtorns prevsd invaluablie dusing
.,ul'::eauﬁnt IS abtomptin., Bastodstiono t.a givmarns vispbility dus ta hc.h‘r"
haze and a 3500t 5L aloud daek recuited in gomo difficulty in zeeping ez
othsr in gight during tha fioct mortion of the fligat towards Chamnal 32.

Fer this reaszon T choose to £17 loy level =2nd remnin in Thalland until foresd
tu eliob to a higaor altitude (§5C0t MSL) pricr to %crocsing the fenmcp.”

e estzbllishod an orbit above Chomrel 82 upon errival ai 2270L. Monitering the
radios errouts, I waa airava that tha South Alert hirds (Jolly Greens 52, 53)
weTH estahus:*d ot g famirerd ovblt laentlon kb sould nob gtiompt = plelmp
aines the on scems Xail aireralt and Spocizo bad ool yobl pesitively pinpointod
tho lecatlon of the dewmed ¢ooumomoors. Tho weather in ihe arosm of the ourvi-
vors at that tims presenteod a oroblem, -rapn‘:t:ndl;r‘ brolzn to overcaszt at LCOG!
5L, wits terrain elovatlcn as hich zs 35000, The orbit vas coniinusd in the
exea of Channel 82 until 2245L and then Hicg 27 wos Jolred for cur first air
refuoling, At 22551, while taking en fuel from Fing 27, we were notified by
Jolly 30 thet wve were taking grourd fire. This ccciurred at position 12!1
degrea/L5 DHE off Channol 82. in estimated 25 to 45 rounds of 14.5MM A4l
was fivod. I L":'.:ﬁi«tuly dicconrnocted, £11 threes zirsraft went "blaak—cut,
soparated frem one armothsr, end indilatod a elish frox 8700, the refusling
altiteda. A zecond Jein-up was mods sfter procceding "ﬂrthﬂr to ths wasi,
and eir refuclinrs comploted on a nomilkresterly headinz back teowards Chanael 22,
:'.}‘;:'1'1'? thz perlod of our alr refusling, Jolly Groen 52 fligki hod exlted tho
forward orbit ; siticn aod was BiZ to Chammal 92. Advis 1:1—! Hng 23, J.-a de-

novded Chmuial 02 end procssded to an arbit psint G20 £ c*:_.fﬁﬂ 2T off Chan-
ol 82, orriving thora ot 23550, This orbit posilic “.11‘. uz a-'ﬁ"nﬁ._st’:"" 20
miles wagt of tho surviveoo's peositden, wiich lail 43 (tho ca sczns uo::_"nda")
now felt he h=d procimoly pinpolnizd, At ihis polat it was decidod to atiempt
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& alght rogovary., Tos fellowiss ccacilozaidcng Zod Yo thia dooision:

1. o bogtllc cet i'lr""‘y hod boen reportod by any of the nusarouc aireraft
working tha arca 4% low 1 val.

2. liadl 432 hod the muwviverst poesition amd folt 2o could lead ua to thez.

3. Tha waather kzd imorovad c:ﬂnuitia-rably 3/3 ccverage at 45001,

4. Bodio centact was estebliched with 'bﬂ'hh Alphe and Bravo.

5. flsha (but not Brove man) had an oporational strobe light. .
o5 CQL5L, 11 Fabruoxy 1972, I rocedvad a fimal briefing Irom Mail 43 vhila'.

Son Fox 01 lipha oed Exave trars brizfod by tho Spaetro adreraft., I then
triefed ""~::| erou en oy Intontions and gemnlated final oranerations for the run-

ia. Joorodoutelyry 15 Eu nounds of fuzl wmps du_:;:,fl tc ipgurs 15 percent powor
rogorvo for an gul {, sround effeet hover. The Péa azd Flight Engineser as-
sumad tholr zeocnner zopiticons woonins tho pishs zozgios, whila the CP and myw

g2l cou up tas LLITV end pisht regovary ﬂn;hl._...';"ﬂu-. AL CG58L, Holl 43 came
put to lead us ianto the i:*.::dr’** sindiy of thie swrvivoers. Foellicwing

liail A3, at spprecimntely 1000 201, w utm;ut.,ﬁ unsuccecafully to locate
Mpbata sirebs Light ez owr IITV. 2 coocnd -:'.t-,c:pt &t l.a::tii-.z us over the
curviver ws madz. On t.l‘.i.. “‘L:l::-in, I elgated to =low dr,. E,.E..J. -u]_aw Mpoats
veetering ingtruetions whils contimmins o soarch for iz ztrobs Mght, it
no Hima cuzlng thg noxt ] ".:lu" €0 hsurs wore wo uhle to scoitivaly {dantify
Adphalg winoka "‘mﬂu"'; taz uco ef tho 1.1,.,’.-“5, altoough =¥ F'Hf;rrt. Enginsow
f=1%t his :,::::::'14.}' gighted it <dth fha nicht vision Teczies. The iloability

to locatc a zustaiced rosurn from tha otroto light weo dus to ertromely +hick
folizzz ornd junsls c:...n-:;p'-' and elso Alpha's £o ition half '.m;r dotm a shurp 70
dogron ridsa. At ono polnt durdng the gsarch, ths Fli-ht Bogizeer, usinp

nioak vicien gescles, veclored = iguards a flashipg 1i-ht vb*ch ha sighted
a s diotames awsr,  Upon arkivis; diroachlr oTay Sae bt zource, another
stondy light wac wisibla, Suddenly tho flamhing 1igh% ehan-od to a sieady
Li-ht, so th,:t thors wors o steady Lighis cimilar to flaghldghis pointiss
diractl;- up ot nz. Tho Enginsor y:*c:‘;:t];;- advized m= that neither light was =z
strobo lizht. I immediaitoly pulled off anticipating = psasibla trap. zha
alzo ccrn‘;i.......J wa woke pot at uh:r.t tims olose to his actiuel pna ition, uq:-in“
tho sustoined closg gomred for Alnha, I tried to mako use of the Hover Trim
mode of ks IRS equipmont to provida tha preelsze hover m:u.trcl vhieh ia
critically aecessary under conditicna of darkness in mountairous tarrain,
Hewovar, oa cach of 3 attizmnts, this proved unsuccoesaiul E@'ﬂﬂuﬂﬂ of apperent
oqwipoont mzlfimetdon. YHWith continuoun vostoring foem Alphz, I at ome point
falt i:urbq..in o alrcralt wos £1lxins a wight gizels dizsctly above hinm,
Zzroing ke dopplar a5 2 reforonss podnd, I proccoded outbound te ablempht 2n
putsmatic aparssch bael to that lae u.‘:..la.k. It chould b2 noted that even with
E- i..ﬁp-".‘:‘:‘..ti‘c hmﬂ-*r trin mofe, 1% wouls b2 posnible to fly an attomatic ap-
srozoeh uolns tho zpproach mpda enly for 2 2ocsibls rocevary.,  Altheush our
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porortaate locaticn, wo asain

& .~ F. R e sy, Doy :..'. it ful o
y foilod o dcboet Bis olooks 1izat - oo abeolute necczally for coniinwdng ths

Birht pacevory otitomot. Tho Soarch st sentimued f r the strobs in that
' 1ocation naing L....“f, craizsabizra? Equ.l.- Vizion f"cd Lza, and flphal's

t‘

i : ‘vactording insteucticas wntdl low Jusl peohibited 7 fuvthor ot t,....'::-u. It
F ¢ should ba nct:i that tEroushout tha aloce zsarch, 'l:hc 1= light from tho
I | Speetro aircraft was elsariy vicidls both on the LLIIV and througn the night
I © | wision pgonzlea. Yaidls .....-1..1:; s acTozs the ground J‘_n iha irmediate search arae,
E . tho IR light affsrded o =uch morn c*m.....;r daiined pi*w.:a of ierraio foaturss

az wail oo inersncad dovdh zoroooblon. I appacrad on ks LILIV a5 2 eizeular
Jztod erea (apot) 2 ..D::t-'::.h:_i.“ £03 Tect in Aismatsr. Upon reaching blinge
fucl ct 0200L, it wac ;c*;:-:::-" o emit the scens, Iy winuan, Jolly Greon
sl avor in the posena el n‘“‘t while

3G, who bhod mot mroTiounly dumnad Dual, ool :

T orocecdeé to o rendemvows point Ior anotir 2ir v afuzling 1:" th Eing 27.

Joilw Groom 30 was alss wmaabls o Igeots fhn atzoho Lighi. &t 023CL ho do-—
Ll -

pastcd and sl r “‘,:.cl..d with Fines 27. Follewing alr rofuoline Jolly Green
;-fj Joinod us over Ciannel 82 at apmrcidnmately QOCOL, At DBJGT Eing 23 b
sdvigad that fir st 13zt forees wore heoing roadied ard {hat I was dezijnated
't.h:: pri=-ry mozcua helieozicr. Foom thet tizo watil 0300L, we orbitad in the
e=sa of Choncal 82, 4t 05100, ths £izcl on-lcad of fucl was tclisn Jrex King
27 on o -efuolinz trachk thot took vs tounmds the foresd ar iv location, -.ME
dorres/50-60 TiT off Channsl 82. Coly cn:m:h fucl was tolon to completo ©
nick~un, elizinating tho nced to lator duzp fwel pricy to tho Mun-in.  ap-
prna:;in;: firgt 1cht, Sandy OL ard 02 orrivad on 56330, wows beicfed by the
ail, ard Sandy OL tcol: o¥dy as er-zgons commends». Ui this zinms, sfter ad-
viclog S2ady 01, we prozseded te 2 elaser orhit ’":.':i.u_c:": Talgn "“3 batieen
tue Touts siructivose izmediotoly neorth of tha swrviveris g “f;r_l location.
This przsluded boving to cross tho rouse stTucture in full daylicht. On-
soene woothoo, Lf'-.rlj,r visiblo fon thio potr hn.‘ls.i*_:g Zoiny e 1m1 seattared
stratus 12th pﬂ‘*‘l; roouand for.  Toopoin elsvationsz over 3000 1ELD wore above
thoco eloude snd in the elear. Alfho and Spove wore both ab ﬂpﬂrﬂﬁ_....ri:.:'.-&"
320! MSL, Doth ..snl...y Groens remnincs Ir onbit until ! '*d;r 01 wes ready for
the Tecovery atiespt and hed belefod the situation to 213 Sandy'a, Jolly -
Grocne, and downed crowseabsrs. 46 O71CL, Sandy 02 lsd us dowm to the IP
poict uhau I storted the rup-in, ldner difficuliy wes cnocuntersd in
1a¢at...ng the survivers dus to extromoly keavy foliago. IEravo wos located
and piek-up complated at O717L. Alpha nam was within 75 yurds of Eravo,
erovnd a olignt bord in the ridgs lipe, After requosticg Alphe to pop hls
smoke, we sar hiz loeatien and hovercd inmto position. 4Alpha was situated et
3 ths tase of a lurge troo, bub vas amcble 1o move dus To tho ridze's 70 cegros
A glopa. Ho woo 8% t.t:a edge of a =cvere deop-off, Scrms dfliculily was thore-—

| A
ol ferz encounterad workirs tha pensirabtor clesa to Alpha, Oncs taie was dona,
- ard Algha hod secvrod himeal® 4o the juacle ;.ag-:z.:'a_.:r, I hoversd out sway

SYE | from tho dge far ancrugh to poovi€o sivaramea Srom this tree Limhe, Alpko

waz on bocrd at O72LL. Doth swyvivers woro apparsatly froa of i:;;u-"e.: and
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SEAFOX @1

(C) At 1815 loeal Nakhon Phanom time, on the evening of
10 February 1972, Jack notified the S5th SOW Command Post that
8 SAR had been declared for Seafox @1, The aircraft was an F-4
that had been downed on the 289 degree radial at |2 miles of
TACAN channel 94 (289/h2/9k). Peach Anchor, a SAC KC-135 out
of U=-Tapao, had good woice contact with both Alpha and Brm.BT

{c) lJ,lPiﬂHlﬂlircrmiuthﬂﬂninitynfthaSanh-
jective a.r&ahmru pressed into service to determine the precise
lgcl;.tiom of the survivors. At 13531-, two Limited Night Recov-
‘ory Syftem (LIRS) squippod helicopters, Jolly Greens 52 and 53
‘were lawnched from Ubon. A decision was made to try for a night
Tecovery ;g-u;ano‘bhar set of LNRS choppers were launched, Jolly
Greens 32 and 30. No ordnance was requested at the time since
no enemy activity was noted in the area, Furthurmore, it was
better to attempt the night recovery covertly. Nevertheless,
fast movers were loaded with various types of ordnance and A-1
"Smoke" aircraft imrﬁ:‘loadud with CBU=22 and placed on ground
-ﬂn.‘.r.nar’l'-.‘“_:,2

(C) The night recoveries failed because the helicopter
pilots could not maintain visual coentact with a reference point;

8 weskness of the INRS at the time. The jungle canopy was so

131. SARCO Report for Seafox #1, 12 Feb 72, (Doc 62).

132, M.
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thick that the survivors' strobe lights could not be used for
the required reference. Tt was decided to wait until fiest
light for another att&mt.13 3

(C) Jack ordered CBU-2L and CBU-L9 loadsd fast movers to
be over the SAR area at first light and to cycle every thirty
minutes. Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) A-1s would also be available
from 0630k, in flights of three, carrying Mk-8ls and Napalm, At
OL20L, Sandys @1 and #2 took off from NEP followsd by Sandys @3
and gl at 020L. Out of Tbon came Sandys ¥5 and P6 and from
DaNang, Sand;s BT and #8. The DaNang helicopters, Jolly Creens
6l and 72 were delayed because of aircraft malfunction but did
a.rrivg on scene at Dﬁjﬂl‘uljh

(é} Sandys @#1/#2 arrived in the area 20 minutes before sun-
rise at 0530L. Sandy @1 assumed on-scans command from Nail 25
who had been "babysitting" with the survivors during the early
morning hours. If it was at all possible, an airecraft stayed
in -tha cbjective area at all times on SARs., This procedures not
only fasilitated commmications checks but were a great conscla-
tlon to the survivors.,. Giood contact had been maintained with
Seafox @1 Bravo, but Alpha had not been heard from for three
hours. King feared that he had experienced radio malfunction,.
At 05L5L, the Sandys entered the area and immediately both Alpha
and Bravo came up on their radios atating that they could hear

133, Ibid.
134,
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aircraft above them. 135

(C) Sandy @1 descended into the area to conduct a search
while Sandy #2 and Nail 25 held overhead. After about ten mi-
nutes ‘sumhing Nail 25 spotted a chute hanging in a tree.
Sandy @1 was directed to the chute and almost immediately he
sighted the second chute very closeby. The survivors weres lo-
cated near the top of the East side of a North=-South ridge line,
Weather in the SAR area was outstanding.for a SAR. Low clouds
and fog ¢ové§‘ad known enemy positions in the valleys on either
gide of the rj,d,ga while the ridgetops were clear, It was real-
ized that a plelkup s-hc-uld be attempted before the swm burned
off the fog and exposed the SAR force to enemy gw.136

(C) Sandy #1 expended CBU-25 and 20mm to test enemy re-
actions in the immediate vicinity of the survivors. None was
noted, Haa.nﬂh:li.la, the Sandy @7/08 flight out of DaNang arrived
and held East of the route structure. A pickup was planned for
0650L, but had to be delayed while Sandys #7/¢8 flew into the
area and located the holding point. After a briefing, the run-
in commenced at 0715L. Jolly Green 32, who had been airborne
for nine hours, misunderstood the briefing and believed the sur-
vivors to be on the West side of the ridge. Sandy @1 had to lead
Jolly Green 32 around the South side of the ridge and brought him

over Bravo's position, Bravo's pickup was wneventful, but the

135. Ibid.
136, 1Ibid.
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Jolly had trouble seeing Alpha's s~oke boenuse of the dense foile
age and high surface winds. After Alpha was aboard » th~ SAR
forece exited the area Lo the West., o enemy reaction was noted

1
throughout the entire SAR. 2

el

137. Tbid.
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