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General Situation:

a, {8) i SAR effort was conducted on 5, 6, 7 December 1369 for

Noxer 22 llpha and Aravo, Toxer 72, an F=4 A/C hased at Zam Nanh
Ray RW, had recelved hattle damiape on a bomb run in his tarrset area,
four nilea Touth of ™30 085°/£3/89, Tha battle dimeze wis of guch
& severe nature *n coaure the nilot und rudar onerator to-eject lrme-

- diately, This action set the stage for a SAR effort which wis verr
close to the mein trail Route 23 and in #n area of maximun AAA defense.
This area could he expectesd to :ield heavr small arms up to 37
reaction,

b, {S) The prominent terrain features in the SAR area WE 7753665,
are contained in the 600 feet MSL HAM-NGO river valley, with 500 feet
hizh karst on either aside of the river. The karst on the west side
wag anprmidmately 250 meters from Alphzt's position. On the enst side
karst formations sre more mumerous anc clossr to the river, approximate-
1y 150 meters. The rround on both sides adjacent to the river is verr
rough, covered with scrub trees, bushes, and oceasional bhamboe thickets,
and did not afford maxdmum protection or desirable EEE situation for
the survivors. ‘leather throughout the SAR are’ was c¢lear and not ¢
detriment. Surfsace winds were less than ten knots from the east.

Specific Detulls Concermnine The SAR Effort

5 Dacember 1969

1. {(S) On 5 December, at 1030 local time, the Commend Post was in-
formed by Blue Chip that Boxer 22 Alpha and Brevo had ejected South

. of D=30 2rea and requested four Vodka (CBY 19/30) 4/C be uploaded
iSAP, The two Jolly Greens 09, 37 and Sandys 01 thru Of were scram—
bled, HNail 14 wias in the SAD area and wis On-Scene-Commander,

2. (3) On arrival, Sendy Ol assumed the role of On-Scene~Cormander
after being briefed by Nall 14 and King., Sandy 01 had visugl contrct
with both chutes and voice contact with Alpha and Bravo. Alpha
reported 4roops within 15 meters of his position. Sandy 01 and G2
gtrafed and dropved CHBU-1, near both of the survivors., Heavy gmund
fire wis abkserved rom several locations, mainly from the wase of the
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karst. which surroundes the location of the survivors, Sandy Ol
instructed Muil 14 to put in the availqgMle fast movers to neutral-
ize the four 37 mun positions in the nofthern pector. Sendy 01
utilized another {light of fast mvam'—witb 20M* to atrike a 230
position in a cave southeast of the survivors' positions. OSandy Ol
and 02 also placed CBY apnd mocktats arsund the area on several suc-
cessive passes and no ground fire was reported or observed.

3. (8) Sandy Ol decided to attempt a pickup using the available 7
smoke hombs (M-46) to screen the known gun positiona, These poaitions
hed not fired since being attocked, Jolly fireen 09 was briefed and
etarted in for the nickup, Sandy 01 and 02 drooned acreenines smoke
bombs, Jollyr Oreen N9 develoved radio difficulties snd was unahle to
corrmnicnte with the Sandys, T™ae smoke faded ranidly exvsing Jolly
Green 09 %0 heavy rround {ire snd the plekup was aborted.

L. (8) Sandy 01 resrouved his forces including the recently arrived
A=l aircraft carryine Vodka and proceeded to brief for another nickup
attemmt. In the meantime, hwoth slow and fast mover's ordnance was
placed on known and suspected gun nositioms. The ground fire subsided
and Sandy Ol decided to use the avail:ble Vodks and smoke as & screen
aronnd the survivwrs, “rinance was well placed, but the timing wns

8 bit off and as Jolly ‘ireen 37 moved in the ground fire becane pro-
hibitive and the attemnted nickup was abandoned.

5. (8) Sandy 01 turned the On-Scene-Cormand over to Sandy 03, Sandy
03 exmended the oninance on suspscted gun areas from several flights
of slow movers. He used W° hombs to screen off the 23MM poeition and
then directed Jolly Green 76 in for an attempted plekup. This attemnt
was atorted when .Jolly Creen 76 began receiving ground fire on the
approach. The PJ was serlously wounded and subsesuently was D! at
Channel 89. As Sandy 05 and 06 arrived, Sandy 03 briefed them on the
situstion and available resources and then relinquished On-5cene-
Comman-d to the new c¢rews,

6. {5} Sandy 05 and OC made several low paases over the area and
located roth the survivors' chutes, Sandy 05 and 06 also obhserved
the karst cliffs and the numerous caves, concealed by brush and
trees, which housed both 23/37M4 gun positions. It appeared that
the gun locations would not permit the nugzles of these AAA wea—na
to he denressed low enough to hit a low flving olrcraft.

7. (8) T™e plcknp plan was devised and briefed to hrins Joll~ Nreen
79 in from the north, droppine quickly to the river and then headinp
south to the ares of tho survivors for a quick pickup, £#1pka and
Bravo, toth s+-proximately 10 meters from the river, understood and
were preparnd tn digh to the river at the correct moment. Jolly




green 79 would be afforied the protection of the 1012 fest high
river banks and the drisy-chain of slow movers to counter the active
amall arms/.\AA positinna. The Jolly fireen 79's pmtection waz four
Vorka and Sandy 05 and 06, Nrdnance available wauw WP V=47, C(Ri),
rockets and 20MM,

£. (9) Jolly Nreen 79 started his min to the east-southeast but
turned north instead of south and lost his [ighter screen. The 37
to the mrth of the aurvivora began shooting and hit Jolly fireen 79.

9. {5) The A-ls escorte? Jolly ireen 79 out of the area and over a
nrotective korst formation, then returned to base {RTR) for a safe
landinege.

X6, {7) 3sndy O5 then bmupsht in Jolly Green 69 with an escort of
Sandy 07 ond OB for an attempted plckup using the same plan ns hriefed
for Jnlly Creen 79. While sniralineg down over the ore-hriefed safe
area in nrenarztion for 2 rm~in toward Route 23, the hellconter
gpeed and turning rdius prevented taking advantape of terrin magking
and Jollv Treen {9 recelved heuvy fire from 23 and 37 guns located
in the 130 area. Jollr “reen 69 was Lit and the entire aft section
wian aflare a9 it headed northwest towsr? Channel 89 with A1 escort.

11. {S) Sandy 07 ssaumed the On-Scene-Command, ordered muximum radio
discinline and instructed all nlreraft to clear the Area and to set
up orbit points, Sandyr 07 received a briefing from Xing on awilsable
forces and from Sandy 05 on the tactical situation., It was atill
spoarent, thet much work was required if the henvy AAA guns were to
he nat ont of corrmizaion,

12, (3) Ssndry 07 requested Paveway/GAM ordnance from King., Difficulties
in 2ehieving lock-on with the muided bomb avionlee was time consiming;
hoviever, several impicts were scored before the F-4 flight commander
decided at about 16451 that his equipment was not functiening well
enourh tn continue the NAM strikea.

13. (&) Sandy 07 ordered numerous A-1 strikes against the mun caves.
Mrefly 30/31 delivered effective nanalm snd CBU-1k against a par-
ticularly deadly gun in the northeastemn end of the vAlley. Other '
rlirhts expended MX~82 bombs, CBU~14, rockets and 20¥M throughout
the volley. Since sunset wis at 17281, Sandy C7 transmitted a *ime-
table for the reacue 2ttemnt which wis to be made rt 17151,

14, (5) Sondy 07 divided the workine ares into three north-south
semment.e and assipgned Sandy 05, Nall 29, and Nail 35 to control con-
tinuous strikes in the aemgments.. During this time Xing mede avallable
severs]l flights of fast mover alremft for uee by these Nnils, “andy




07/0¢ placed M-47 white phosphorous bombs (WP) to divide these sectors
of resnongihility and to screen the center sector from the heavy fire
of 3744 zun poaitions near N-30 and N=35, While the Nalls directed
ordnance within their sectors, Sandy 07 confinued to direct ordnance
in the center sector near the survivor,

15, (S) fAccording to the nlan, CRU-19 was expended at 1712L, three
minutes before the intended pickup. Smke and CBU-14 were simultaneous-
1y delivered at the base of the karst all around the valley, Sandy 07
directed Sandy 09/10 to bring the Jolly Creens from the holding point

to the west into the survivor's aren on a heading of 090°. The rmn-in
wag delaved hecanse the heliconters and A-ls became sepnrated. When
Szndy N7 first saw Jolly fGrean 72 the helicopter was well to the north
of the surviver's nosition in An area where Jolly Green 69 had token
37 fire., Sandr 07 immedi=tely ordered Jolly Treen 72 to head south,
but the heliconter was hit from gunfire which came from seversl positiona
in the northemmn nart of the valley. Sandy 08 cslled that Sandy 07 was
bainx fired uoon by 23MY nositlions in caves at the base of A steen karst
just southeast of the survivors, PRath Randy 07/08 were brscketed by
gunfire from multinle AAA vosftiona, Sandy 07 was hit in the enzine
accessory section, Foth he and Sondy OB fired rockets and 20 into

the 23M¥ 24 nositions hut were unable tn eilence them. Tt wis now
dusk and Sandy Q7 directed all SAR forces to cleay the valley., Jolly
Green 72 retumes!! to hose successfully.

1é. (S) The tactical sitnatlon wag such thet considerebly more silencing
of runs would ho necessary hefore another sttempt could he made,
Jandy 07 advised Jing that the effort should be terminnted for the

4 nizht. ¥ing azreed at 17555 that the forcee should return to bsse.

17. (5) The survivors requested the Sandys remain overhead long ennugh
to allow them to hed down for the night. Poxer 22 Alpha had compro-
mised his position vhen he 1it his smoke flare, Xing suggested the
possibility of the survivors inflating their 1ifs vests and floating
down stream, Sendr Q7 advised agzinet this because of the pomsibility
of water :amare to» the RT-10 redios and also becsuse of troops nesr a
ford just downstresm of the survivorst! positions, Sandy 07 began
experiencing engine problems, so he snd Sandy 08 retumed to base.

Spad 11 and 12 remadned in the srea to eover the suarvivors until after
darkness.

¢ December 1969

18, (S) i first lisht effort was generatod on & Dacember. In kKeening
with practice, the "andys on scene at lamt light launched at 05457
and arrived in the ares just before sunrise. Mission prebrisfing
included a channe in the tactical plan whereby the Jolly Green hold-
ing pattern was moved to the east of the survivor over an EAE karst
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area, .A-1l atylkes and cwr 19/30 (Shotgun) aireraft were briefed to
hold west. Thring ithel K moming, the following informstlon was
received from HigherH dqukrtars; "Indlcations from a usually
rellable intdllipence source indicated the HUN are setilng up a
flak trap at an unkrown location, This flak trap is desisned for
low flying aireraft, Heli's and C-130's, and is related to the SAR
effort of Poxer 22 Alpha and Brave." This information was brlefed
to flight crews prior to their takeoff.

19. (S} On arrival, Sondy Ol contacted ail 21 who had already
eatablished vwolice contuct with Poxer 22 Pravo. Evldence subsequently
fiven by Foxer 22 Rrevo indicated that Alpha was surrounded soon
efter sunrise, According to the plan, Vall OV-10 aircraft were
assipned sectors »nd began to FAC strdike aircreft which syatematically
saturated the entire valley floor and surrounding karst with a
varicty of ordnance. This outstanding effort by Nail 21 was cyntimed
for over five hours. Several flights of A-l Firefly, Hobo, Zorro,

2n7d Snads also expended.

20, (s) Sandy 01 requested Paveway/G:iM ordnance from King and these
weanons were piven nriority in attacks on the karst from which key
23K fire had bheen recelved the night before, These numerous caves
were nrosressively destroved hy excellent ordnence delivery.

; 21 (S) During mid-mourning, Poxer 22 Bravo reported gunfire from

troops on the west hank of the river. He also revorted troops attempt-
ing to cross to hlis side, Sandy 01 directsd Nall 21 to have the river
strafed to discouruge this. CBU 19/30 (Shotgun) was aleo requested
end was lald on the west bank over the enemy troons led by Shotgun
LO/Ll. Numerous other Shotgun A-ls made repeated low, 200 foot, passes
down the valley floor, IEnemy troops made no further efforts to cross
the river durins the moming.

2. (S) During the morning hours, heavy 37MM and automatic weapons
reaction were experienced hsfore the strike ordnance progressively
silenced these rositions., ¥ail 21 was repeatedly attacked. Sandy
D2 wae hracketed by two clips of 37MV fire from the D-35 area and
toth Sandy 01/02 reccived fire from 37¥M positions wegt of D=30
whenever terrain masking wns not posaible,

23. (5) Poxer 22 Prawvo reported that all Shotgun aireraft were suh-
Jected to small arma and automatic weapons fire as they made their
low-level pasaes down the valley along Route 23,

24. (S) Before turning over the On-Scene~Cormand to Sandy 07, Sandy
01 and 0? expended rockets to mark the southern gun positions that had

fired the night before, The Nails then directed additional strikes
on these pogltions,
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¢ 25, {3) Sandy 01 ‘wiefed Sindy O7 on the aetive tarwets and turned over
fr-loene=Commend 2t 11151, Roxer 22 Pravnm renorted tmop moverents
from the west, side of the river in the vicinity of Roxer 22 Alvha's
narachute, 80 Sondy 07 elected to stmfe the west bank. After two
strafe nasses, no further movement win repcrted. Miring the strafe
paseerg, the 2314 qun nosition to tle east continued to fire, so Nail
21 direcied additionsl Pnvewar bombs on this mun.

26, (3) :t anproxdmately 12071, the gunfire was annarently silenced,
and Jandy 07 brdefed his forces on the pickup attemmt., Six A=l
Shotmun losded airerift and Snad 13 and 1, with OWI-22 amoke were
available, ‘The »lan was for the Chotmin flirhi to lay GRU-~19/30 in
two north-south strips, one on the weat side n! the river, the other
on the ensh; then two Doads wonld iy TH-22 smoke on ton of the ras
strips. “Sandy 09 had Jolly fireen 72 in position to the snuthessd, ond
Sandy 07 hrought the Jolly in a8 the smoke was being mubt down on the
west gidn, Jollv Trean 72 hovered for 1-2 mintes while the anrviwer
fired the nivht ond of his flire, Tondy 07 ohaerved the Jolly “reen
{5 In 10 materg north of the survivar and directed the Jolly Treen to
rove south., At this time Jolly Tresn 72 reported small ams fire
rom the west bunk of the river and exdted to the eouth receivinz
amall nyms denaee,

27. () The smoke escreen waa stlll in effect and Jendy 77 decided to
try apoin with Jally 77 after two SEU mins on the weat bink., Jolly
77 hovere” for 3-5 mirutes in the area of 'oxer 22 Pravo's prrachute
but corld not locate tha survivor. Ye 2trick & tres with the main
rotor, damczing 211 flve blade tivs, and was forced to exit the area
with beavy vibration nnd rotor hend damnge. 7his attempt termdnszted
at soproximately 1720 hours, “oxer 22 Rrovo lster stated he onuld
have reen nicked un if he had been In & more fsvorable locetion, Hig
rosition wAs at the base of a 10 fooi dropoff on the river hank, ond
the Jollr Green was hovering above the bank. Toxer 22 Yravo hud no
day amoke {laves remaining, wiich complicated the jabh of pinneinting
sia exPal nmositlion,

28, (8) "+ 12251, Sandy 07 attempted to fire bis markdr - rockets, ht
wags ursucesasitl e s 3 malfunction. As Sandy 08 artremmied to mark,
re wns Lit by 37 firme Jrm the north unt RTR'A with heavy hittle
demnre 40 the lef* winr., “anfdy 07 durred sver On-~"eene-Tommand to
Srpdr 11 at 12300 el RTR,

29. () 3ince Jolly Treen 7( rocelved n emall amount of prourd fNre,
Jandy 11 on the nickun attermt plinned to use the same basic ~lan and
had only oo wait for resources to arrive, Sandvy 11 requested four
dlreraft with OP.22 ned in ko merntime began mutting in flirhé:s with
oRl-14.
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30, (3) Mail FiCs on acene were also used in putting in fast movers
to the mouth and later to the north. After Sandy 13 had arrived,
Sandy 11 discussed the nlan with King, and was sdvised thai only
two alreraft carrmying CHU-22 were arriving within the hour, Sandy
11 decided that since the last attempt had been almost succesaful,

he would use M~47's and not walt any longer as the area was hezinning
to cloud over.

31, ($) Sandy 11 briefed everyvone involved on what they were to do
and set the plan in motion. It seemed to he woricing very well until
Jolly Green €8 overshot the survivor and didntt hear instructions from
Sandy 11. After hovering for 2-3 minutes and finslly pettins over
the gurvivor's nosition, he culled grovmd fire and exited the area,

32, (3) "andy 1) briefed Sandy 13 thorows-ly on the tactical sftuation
and turned over "n-Sceno-Tormand to him. n talddne stock of the
resources availnhle to him, Sandy 13 found that he had four {1ligzhts
of Ghotaqun aireraft, evch londed with CBU-30, CRU-14, and 20M%, 1In
the meantime, Sandy 15 and 16 had also a2rrived in the area and had
picked up the next flizht of Jolly Greens 03 and 19, to the east,
Sandr 13 hriefed Sandy 15 on the ingress mute, which would he the
sume A% on the previous attemnt., Sandy 12 then called Ying And re-
quested rore CI-22, o felt that this was particularly valuable,
since the survivor had svid that Jolly (ireen é8 had not token ground
fire until the southern vart of the scrcen arosmd him had dissipated.
King stated that no flights of CB'-22 were then airborne, and that he
did not have a {lrm 7TA on these aircraft. Sandy 13 was forced %o
consider the possivility of attempting a pickup using CBU-30 for
screenine, Thus, he brought Shotgun 62, (4, and 66 flights intc the
aren, nerked, and deseribed how he wanted the CRU-30 dispensed should
it be needed.

33. (S) Shotgun 08 flight was to remain high and slightly to the west in
case his flight was needed to {11l holes or re-lay a side of the screen.
Then Xing called to say that another CRI-22 flizht would be availohle,
but thst 4t hed Just taken off from Channel 89, Sandy 13 then declded
to wait for the CilJ-22 and use it for the southwest leg of the triangle
he planned to create, still using Shotpun for the northwestem and
eastern lesgs. ¥ing notified Sandy 13 of the avallability of a flight
of three P=4s with BUI-52 and seked Sondy to come up on a discrete
frequency for briefing.

34. (3) Jandy 13 called the Sundy 2nd Jolly forces over to that
frequency, and & hriefing was eonducted. Tt wns decided to uae thip
ordnance on karst formatdonz to the northwest and northeast and to
tum over the taek of mitting in the fast movers to Nail 21, "he
ordnance was scheduled to g0 in fuet nrior to laying 2 smoks screen
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for anotkrer piclkun attempt., Then Sandy 13 learmed that yet another
A=l flicht of ORY<22 had Just become airhrorne snd with its arrival
would obvintae the need for CRI-30, The nlan wia altered slightly
to time the laving down of BII-52 by Boxer 33 flight and the layinns
down of smoke screen hy the A-1 flighta.

35, {2) In the mesantime, however, all had not been puiet in the area

of the survivor, Toxer 22 "rawo renorted on Guard Thannel saying he

wag recedvinmg mortor fire from a karat to the sast. fandy 13 used Shot-
gun 62 flight's CRU-1L to wilence that position. When the survivor
then called activity on the rond to his eant, Ssndy 13 and Boxer €8
flight rvlled in to suppress (hat threat. The survivor reported he

was receivinT amnll ams fire from the vast bank of the river, near
Alphats prrachute. Sundy 13 also clesxred the Shotzun {1iphta to

gtrike *he syea near Alphats 11st known noeition with CRU=1. rnd pOMM,

36. {5) % 1ittle later, akout ten minutes nrdor to lavine smove for
the nex® pickup attempt, Araws called enemr trnops within ten meters

of his position., Sandy 13 then cleared 'iandy 14 and Shotpun £ and

(8 flirhtg to strafe within 10 meters of the survivorts wnarachute,

The five H=ls did A maeniffennt Job and the next cell from the survivor
wag that 3ll the enemy had been killed, A few mimutes lnter Sandy 13
cleered the il to begin expending the 3L-52 and turned his attention
to hriefine the CRU=22 {lirhts for the smoke screen, -

37. (3) As the ¥:il had almost completed his mission, Sondy 13 called
for the Jolly Green to hegin an ingress an” for the smoke screen to
be laid, with the urwind side to be laid last by Hobo 56. The Snad
and flobo flizhts did thelr work effectively, but Sandy 13 had under-
estimated the volume of smoke and the atrength »f the wind., As a result,
he had difficulty [inding Jolly Creen 03 and the area immediately
over the survivor was fnust becoming IFR., Fipally, he found Jolly
Green and gave him two> vectors before he disappeared into the smoke,
Tt was then impossihle for Sandy 13 to tell how close the Jolly freen
was to the survivor, for he could see neither the survivor nor the
helicopter,

38, {3} ™e amoke wms blowing very quickly, and within s minute or

two the area of the survivor and to his south beran to clear., Jnlly
Sreen 03 then bezar to call small rros fire and that he was cominge

ont, “nndv 13 could ses that he was directly over the survivor and
celled this information o him. Jolly Treen 03 remained in place

and “endy 13 called for the Yobo flicht to lay the remairder of its
gmoke to the south nnd southweat, the only flenk of Jolly “reen 03 that
wag exmoserd, -




39. (3) The !ohos ild this verv auickly, but in the meantime Jolly
“reen 19, the high helicopter, came up on Nuard c¢alling Hayday and
sgayine that he had heen hit., Fwvery frequency then became unresdable
with chatter and Jolly Green 03 pulled oaut, The attented pickup
whs irretrievably lost. Sendy 13, helow bingo fuel and with only a
little CHU=-1), remaining, culled in Sandy 17 to take over Un-Scene-~
Cormand., Sandy 13 made one laat, pzas to exnend the remainder of his
ChU, briefed Sandy 17 and exited the area to the west with Sandy 1.

LO. (5) Sandy 17, was now the 'm=Scene—Commander. At this time the
situation could he deseribed as tipght, being comnlizated by the fact
thnt sunset was lass than an hour sway and previous rescue attemmtas
had reqiimd conglderably more time to ormenize nrior to execution
thar hnrd heen anticipated,

LY, (3) Gorrdy 17 qudekdy 1ssued inotrmictions to *he new set of Jolly
fireens and in thelr Sandy escort, heing very explicit in his deserin-
tion of the entry corridor, entry fiming, exit youtes marking their
entire route with WP yockets, theretv making their arrival at the
rescue gite precisely as had been directed by “andv 17,

12. (3) Prior to vectoving in the Jolly Creen, Sandy 17 who wis making
repeated low narnes undor heovy ground fire in order to survey the
ascane, directed ‘=1 strikes amainst the lnown gun positions. FHe also
timed CRY 14/19/22/30 runs so that the entire rescue scene would he
blarketed for a sife entry of Lhe chonmer. The Jolly “reen entry took
nlace as derkness foll. Four Sandys and four A-1 CBU 19/30 aircraft
formed a daisy chain around him as he moved in,

3. (8) During the run-in, a 37% two kilometers to the west bogan
shootinzt tut, t:s Irmediately silenced by one of the strike alrcraft.
fnother 3777 position to the northesst fired at aircraft which strayed
out, of Lite daisy chain or flew over the lzarst to the northeast.

L. (5} Tunfire was ohaerved from mositions higher in the karsts
surrounding the scene and mnat of these wers attacked, One A-1 wna
hit hy 377 fire from the aite northeast of the surviwor,

L5. (5) Timing was very critical in this operation. The reason for
aborting this pickup nttempt weas the delay in getting the Jolly Creen
over the survivor. Thls delay exponed the Jolly Nreen too lonp to
sround fire. Additionslly, intense 20MM and rocket fire from the =1
alreraft may huve heon mistokenly identified as hostile ground fire
by the Jolly Green crew. The eight A-1 A/C continued their sttack,
coverinm the safe retrest of the Jolly Greens, Tmmending darkness
an! much smolke clecrly contributed tn the problem of orlentation. The
survivor was advisad to bed down for the nicht and a ¥all or ¥ing
wuld be overhead listening &ll night,
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46, {S) After briefing the SAR forces on planned actions Sandy 01/02
took off at Q520L snd proceeded dircectly to the last known location of
survivor, Boxsr 228. Nail 24 hed preceedsd Sandy 01/02 flight to the
scens and had establishod radio contact with Boxer 228, He wss requesting
ordnance on his old position, since he had 20ved and detecied ersny
moversnt in his previous ares. 3andy O] made a CBU~14 mass from sast

to weat across the old location under the cover of Sandy 02. No further
povemont was noted in the area after this event, The next order of
business was to precisely locate the survivor's position and then insure
Lhe ordnance was placed upon all the known gun positions in the inmediate
area., After pointing ocut the surviver's position ard the location of ths
AiA emplacexents, Nail 24 was given the task of eontrolling end directing
the "fast mover® reasources. Naill 24's performance during this perlod was
outstanding.

47. (S) &uepeated low passes in the ores by Sandy 01 and 02 did not
stimulate an inordinate amount of enemy jround fire. Samdy O1 then pro-
ceaded to brief the A=! "Pruit* (CBU=-19/30) flights and A~1 aircraft car-
rying smoke. After this, the JG pilots ad Sandy 03/04 were given a
detailed brisfing on the asquence of evunts and Sandy 03 was given an orien
tation run on the desired ingreas route,

48, (S) All phases of the initial portion of the plan were exscuted with
procision. As the holicopters were woved in close to the I.P, they were

instructed to go to Guard Channel. JG 17, the low helicopter could not be

contacted on guard and therefors it roquired the rescue effort be made with

the SAK forces on P radio, This caused a small disruption in the timing of

the plan. The move into tho area waa smcoth amd the JG was directed into
a position directly over the survivor. At this time J3 77 said he could ]
not see because of the smoke, wae recolving oxcessive ground fire, and wos i
palling out. All 3AR resources were withdrawn from the iomediate area ard :
the new Sandy low lesd was given a tharough briefing on the aituation.

49. (8) vandy 07/08 had ground briefed sxtensively on ths situation and at

0800 local time were scraxblod to reploce Sandy 03/04. After arriving on

the scens ond with tho original foroes resrouped in & azfe area, Sandy Ot

briefed Sardy 07 as to the sxact location of Boxer 228, and the suspected

looation of enemy ground troops plus & new threat, a truck mounted AAs gun.

At 0930 Local time Sandy O7 relioved Sandy Q! os low olement lead. Hails 38,

18, and 46 were asked to FAC in all the fast movers ordnance availsble for
sanitizing the SAR areas. The mounted A:A gun threat was quickly eliminated.

#hile these FACs were working, Xing 4 and 3andy O7 bogan to marshal their .
forcus for another rescue attempt. Meanwhile, JG 77/76 rondesvoused with E
King for air refueling, :

I %‘ i
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A b v g o o

50 (5) King &4 advised that Hanuel f1ighi would be on acene at 1030L,

that Fruit riights 4855 would arrive about 1015L, amd that a doxer -
21ight (with CBU~52) would arrive at 1050L. The plan was to utilize !
Hanual flight to the west of the survivor amd the Fruit flight to the
eant in a coordinated eflfort to seal off the survivor foar a rescue by :
Jolly Green 77. Toxer Ilight, with CBU 52, was to sanitize an sres :
northeast of the survivor which hed given tie previous riscue attempt ;
probloms with SA/A% fire. As it turned out Baxer f1ight wis never used, ‘,
bat the arva was struck by sther flights controlled by a Nail FiC. At
approxinately 1045L Spsd 12/13 Joinsd forces with the Frudt f1igt to the
sast, King 4 then advisod that Hanusl flight wes or atation but had only ;
two aircraft availadble with sbout 10 minutcs of striks time, JSince King

4 had amentioned thst strike aircraft, Pirsfly 56/57; Zorro 12/13; Hobo 32/33

wore on thelr way to the rescus scens, oardy O7 decided to slter the: .
original plen end have the slow mover strike aircraft handle the wust side _r
of the survival aree.

51e (3) The tecticel plan was to us¢ two coordinated deisy chuin attacks:
One on the cast side of tho swrvivor and one on the west slde. The
objective of thess altacks was to lay down s smoke screen plus CRU 19/30
and at the samc time dvliver ordnance to keep any szall arcs/sutomatic
weapens fron firing. ilopofully, all the blg guns were to bo allenced by
foat mover heavy crdnance, .

52+ (5) All the oalt forces were assexbled end briefed; they moved into '
position ot sbout 11.0L and went to wrk. Just as scon ss the smoke bombs '
develop.:d Jolly Grcen 77 wes cilled in to meke the rescue plokup atteapt.

53. (S) Lueck held and the wind died down, tho A=is laid their ordnance i
Precisely on thealr rospective tergots, the smoks held Ita deuigned shape ‘
and & screen was formed, The scroen was offcctive long enough to allow
JG T7 to make & successful rescue and return to 8 arfe arsa by thée same :
route h< had entered.

5. (S) The aurvivor, Hoxer 228, Lt bergeroc, was in relatively good
corditior corsiderl:g ho.spent some 51 hours in an extrecsely active &%
situation, !iis determination, stazina, rescurcefulness and luck all played
& major part in his rescuc, DBoxar 225 i» missing in actlon.

55« {S) The detsminud aggres:ivensas snd extrems heroism exhibited by all
SAR forces sre of spocial note. The difficulties encountered in overconing *
the elements and enexy defenses in the survivorts location was alwost

beyond imagination., 1he lossons learned ahould not be forgotten. The llated
organizstions shared equal pride in the cecouwplishment of & Job well done.

a, 7The members of the S6th Spocial Operations Ling.

b. 40 ARNS
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d. King A/C
e, iumerous feaat Hovers

I. UCLontrol Agercies

ALB. RT 5. YMALTINg Lt Co}l, WAF
Sandy Coordinator
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56th SOw SAR Mission sSummsry
Participants on 5 Dec 1969
Participants on 6 Dec 1969
Participants on 7 Dec 1969
SAR Ares large Gcale

Sik Area Small Scale

Alpha & Braw Uround Location
Typical Terrain festurss

CBU (Smoke) Being laid as a screen
Developed Smoke JSereen
Dissspating Smoke Scereen




A |

56th 804 SAR MISSION STIMARY

Boxer BDAN PHAN

T

A/C CALISIGN - 22 A%B TYPE - F-4C LOCATION - HQP LACS TIME - 1025L 5 DEC 69

' HQME STATION - Cam Ranh Bay

" P(RCES GERERATED FCRCES FLOVN
© sawDy 48 SANDY A4
CBU 88 B0 80
 JOLLY GREEX 20 JOLLY CREEN 24
SPADS 14 SPATS 8
OTHERS A=1=39, JAIL=25 OTHERS A-1=39, NATIL=25
TOTAL 242 TOPAL 2
TOTAL  Ai= 189 TOTAL A=t A== 17%
* TIME OF PICKUP 1152L BY JGT] CREWEMBER CONDITION A= MIA
I IEC 69 ‘ B=GOO0D

REMARKSt 1 P.J. killed in action
12 A-1'8 Battle Damage

Largest Wing SAR effort on record.
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b

The A-1, Jolly Green and lail farces who participated in the SAR effort on

- SDacesher_gre as followss

»

SANDY O -

JeGo

VOIXA

02 ~

03
04
05
06
o7
08
09
10
37
17
72
76
06
13
14
35
29
12
40
41
42
43

—

George
Preysas
Rounhce
Bender
Ieneau
Kantrud
Tripp
Knox
Dayton
Dyor
Hoilman
Pfanschmidt
Shipman
Carty
Qunllett
Coffin
liarman/Delec
James
Risinger
Leard/Post
Gable
Wylie
Homan

Cavender

VOIKA 44
45
46
47

A9
50
51

52

53

54

55
STRIKE FP 24
25
HOBO 10
11

12

13

27

ZRRO 50
51

FF 20
3

Andersen

. Porter

Combs
Friegtad
Leonhardt ’
Hiller‘;w,-
Frisble |
Coleman
Castagno
Bertrand
Monroe
Chorlins
Williems, P:
Coatin

Pohl
Doolittle
Moffatt
VWare

Lowman
Whinery
Williams, 4.
Hanna -
Hﬁdaon

Hatthews

" Aton 21




The A-1, Jolly Green and inil foroces who participated in the SAR effoart on

6 Degember are as follows:

SANDY O1 - Tripp J.G. 76 Sanderson

02 - Rounce _ ' 72 Catlin
03 ~ Deneau 77 Schickerman
04 - Kantrud | 19 Eoliman

’ 05 - Lownan ) 63 Prouse
06 - Matthews 27 Loomis
07 - Hudson 68 Smith
08 - Wylio 17 Pfranschmidt
09 - Dayton | 15 Butchka
10 - Dyer . 07 Barnes
11 - George _ JFAC-HAIL 38 - Warden
12 - Whinery 21 - White
15 - Caatagno 1% = Coffin
14 - Pohl , 12 - Leard
15 = Novak : 52 = Smith
16 = lHoffman 14 = Harmon
17 = Monk 41 - Ryan
18 - Preyos 19 - Hurt’
19 - Combe 28 - Janes
20 - Williams, P. 31 - Hoffman

21 = Lowman

22 ~ Maotthews

Atoh 31




VODKA 56 ~ Driscoll
57 - Maloney

58 ~ Drown

59 - Bolotad o
60 - Monk T S
61 = Johann
62 - Costin

63 - Williﬂma! Po

BPADSTTw Detar _

12 = Coleman

L |
Y
L me—T
e =", - Jp—
AT e
-:;,:"s'."t'u

Atch 2°
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UBO 5 - Tarnowski
57 = Townaend
ZARO 12 - Driscoll

13 -~ Bolatad

Atch 37




SHODIUN 40 - Gable 66 - loward

—— g, =t e w T

62 - Williams, A

63~ Honna
6 4 = Kennedy

65 - Curran

HOBO 54 ~ Michaud
55 = Power
SPAD 15 - Detar

16 - Weinig

41 - Marzano 67 - Colman
42 - Homan 68 - Gobel
43 - Cavender 69 -. Frisble
44 -~ Gardner, 70 - Partington
45 -~ Townsend 71 - Shannon .
46 ~ Fripble 72 - Hudgens
47 - Monroo 75 - Travis
48 ~ Andersen 74 -~ Marzano
49 - Porter 75 -~ lonroe
50 -~ Bischoff 76 = Gardner
51 - McAuliffe 77 - Martin, L.
52 ~ Knox STRIKE-HCRO 50 - Ransom
53 — Bender 51 - Johana
54 - Friestad FF 10 ~ Williams, P.
55 - Valter i M= Solley,-___-;,_:-_ef}r.i'—‘."-'-'-"
56 - Driscoll I N~ Comb.;-
57 - McHeil 31 = Preyss
58 -~ Brown HOBO 52 - Michaud
59 -~ Maloney 53 « Power
= “.‘_:'_"Eb*ﬁimtaman - SPAD 13 - Dotar
61 - Diller 14 -~ Colman

Atch 3%




The A-t, Jolly Green and Nail forces who participatéé in the SAR effort on

T Decembar are as followss

BJARDY 01 - Monk
02 - Whinery

03 = Howak

04 ~ Driscoll

05 - Xnox

06 ~ Bertrand
07 = Dayton
08 - Dyer

09 - ludaon

10

I

Matthews

11 ~ Lowman

12

Wylio
JeGe 76

)

Bell

77 = Shipman
25 = Packer
27 ~ Loomis

NAIL 19 ~ Hurt
24 - Darmrd
18 - Hellier
46 -~ Pierce
38 - Warden
52 - Smith

21 « Yhite

STIKE FF 0 - Marzano

SMOKE
ZBRO

FF

HOBO

RO

SPAD

HOBO

FRUIT

51
10
11
52
53
30
31
32
33
12
13
>4
55
%6
57
12
13
24
25
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
&7
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

—

Frisbie
Brown

- Haloney

-

—

Preyss
McAuliffe
Martin, L.
Townsend
Michaud
Costin
Hartin,. A.
Cavender
George
Chorlins

Wal ter
Colmnn, T.
Detar

Colman
Doolittle
Miller, Y.
Homan
Manley
Andersen
Miller, G.
Poll

MeNeil
Taenowski
Morrison
Williams, P.
Friegtad
Diller
Solley .
¥Williams, A.
[{anrng
Kennedy
Curran

Atch 4
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