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AIR FORCE OUTSTANDING PARARESCUE Senior NonCommisioned Officer OF THE YEAR 2002

TO

DAVID L. PICKERING

Senior Master Sergeant David L. Pickering distinguished himself as the Air Force Outstanding Pararescue Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year 2002 by his exemplary service as Superintendent Pararescue Standardization and Evaluation Programs, Headquarters Pacific Air Forces (PACAF), Hickam, AFB, Hawaii. Sergeant Pickering leads from the front as PACAF's premier rescue expert providing 125 PACAF and PACAF-gained Pararescuemen with the operational guidance and logistical support required to excel.  SMSgt Pickering a crafted new Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) operational checklists that became the blueprint for both Combat Air Forces and Special Operations CSAR forces.  The checklist streamlined guidance into a flexible tool reducing time to action, increasing safety, and improving adaptation to need.  He also led integration efforts to develop new Unit Type Codes that improve combat capability while reducing deployment times from 72 hours to as little as six.  This radically improved; tailored response methodology was adopted by USAF CSAR forces worldwide.  He was also the driving force in establishing new Allowance Source tables for Pararescue.  These tables reduced the manpower and man-hours needed to locate mission related equipment resulting in a reduction in the time required to receive purchase authorization by 50%.  When tasked to draft a plan for implementation of Combat Rescue Officer (CRO) led Rescue Squadron he exceeded all expectations by developing every aspect of the new Rescue Squadron from a comprehensive five year, 15 million dollar, financial plan to a Site Activation Task Force, he also ensured successful CRO integration in PACAF by placing CRO positions in key PACOM, MAJCOM, and NAF staff positions. The singularly distinctive accomplishments of Sergeant Pickering reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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