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AIR FORCE OUTSTANDING PARARESCUE NonCommisioned Officer OF THE YEAR 2002

TO

JAMES E. CLARK 

Technical Sergeant James E. Clark distinguished himself as the Air Force Outstanding Pararescue Noncommissioned Officer of the Tear 2002 by his outstanding service as a Pararescue Craftsman, 23d Special Tactics Squadron, 720th Special Tactics Group, Hurlburt Field, Florida, and Air Force Special Operations Command.  Sergeant Clark's heroism, dedication to duty, and selfless devotion were instrumental to the conduct of initial CSAR operations in OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF). Deployed as the first Special Tactics Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) team NCOIC, SSgt Clark ensured four CSAR teams under his supervision were alert capable within 12 hours of arrival.  SSgt Clark was the CSAR team leader aboard a MH-53 when it violently crashed in an extreme cold weather mountainous environment deep in enemy territory.  His superb leadership and coolness under pressure on the ground was singled out by the MH-53 aircrew as “the key" to their successful extraction in what was the largest CSAR operation since the Vietnam War.  Despite suffering from a head wound during the crash he immediately took command of the 10 crash survivors.  After ensuring accountability and wellness of all survivors he instructed them form a hasty defensive perimeter while he zeroed all sensitive aircraft COMSEC systems.  SSgt Clark then organized and led their evasion through treacherous snow covered terrain to a tactical hide site near a landing zone while continuously maintaining contact with friendly forces to facilitate recovery.  Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Myers lauded SSgt Clark’s decisive lifesaving actions and heroism.  In all SSgt Clark took part in the execution of 10 combat and combat support missions over Afghanistan coming under engagement by the enemy 7 times. The singularly distinctive accomplishments of Sergeant Clark reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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