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AIR FORCE OUTSTANDING PARARESCUE airman OF THE YEAR 2002 

TO

JASON D. ANDREWS

Senior Airman Jason D. Andrews distinguished himself as the Air Force Outstanding Pararescue Airman of the Year 2002 by outstanding service as a Pararescue journeyman, assigned to the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Florida, Air Force Special Operations Command.   Airman Andrew’s deploying with the first Special Tactics UTC in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF) took part in the first personnel recovery mission in OEF to extract a critically ill Army Special Forces soldier.  During the rescue attempt, the lead aircraft on the rescue mission crashed landed in enemy held, high altitude, mountainous terrain.  SRA Andrews voluntarily deployed from the second rescue helicopter to effect recovery of his 11 fellow Airmen from the thin-aired, frozen, Afghan mountainside.  SRA Andrews remained cool, collected, and immediately administered treatment, rapidly triaged critically injured accident victims and provided advanced trauma medical care.  After placing the injured aboard the remaining rescue aircraft SRA Andrews continued to provide in-flight advanced trauma medical care, his steadfast efforts saved lives two lives on the spot and stabilized the patients for transfer to advanced trauma care facilities.   His extraordinary efforts ensured mission success in what was the largest CSAR operation since the Vietnam conflict.  The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Meyers, lauded SRA Andrews’s efforts.  In all SRA Andrews took part in the execution of 38 combat and combat support missions over Afghanistan coming under engagement with hostile enemy fire 15 times.  The singularly distinctive accomplishments of Airman Jordan reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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