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THE DON FLICKINGER TROPHY

A DEDICATION

In 1808, high over Warsaw, Poland, a balloon caught fira,
The man it was carrying jumped, jerked and prayed—and reached
the ground alive. His name was Jordaki Kupareato., His was
the first life to be saved by a parachute.

Since then, countless thousands of airmen owe their lives
to the silken canopies that have floated them 3afely to earth
when the machines that carried them aloft fail=d,

, In early August 1943, Lt Colonel Don Flickinger, Sergeant
Harold Passey.and Corporal William MacKenzie Jjuaped fron an
airplane flying over an uncharted mountainous area near ths
China-Burma border. They, too, jumped to save lives but taa
lives they jumped to save were not their owm. They Jumned to
the aid of twenty souls who had been forced to bail out of a
crippled C-46 flying the dangerous run over "the Hump,"

News commentator Eric Sevareid was one of the twentr to
whose aid Flickinger and the two medics jumped. He stood on
the mountain below and watched the plane carrying them make
'its run--black against the storm clouds, He watched what he
‘presumed to be three bales of cargo tumbling out and three
'chutes open. He later wrote that he, "wondered what could
/be so important as to necessitate this late trip. Somebody
- let out a yell—the bales were growing legs." The leg-

. .sprouting bales were, of course, Flickinger, Pzssey and
“MacKenzie,

In his book, "Not So .ild a Uream," Sevareid pays the trio
a beautiful and eloquent tribute, "Gallant," he writes, "is a
preciouigunrﬂ; they deserve it."
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Flickinger was--and is—a doctor; Passey and liacKenzis,
medics., Their jumps ploncered a new technique in tae field
of aerial rescue, a aew concspl concerring the =ise of para—
chutas for saving lives.

The pararescue men of the Air Rascve dervice carry on the
haroic trzaition witlch Flickirger, Passey and MacKenzie began,
Farly this year. for example, two parachutiste of the Air
Rescue 3eevice, Tacnniecazl 3ergeant @Tiliott Holder and Staff
Sergeant Robert Christensen, jusped frow an 2ircraft rlying
far north ef the Aretic Cirecle, Ther landed on the Folar ice-
can as a ctorm closed in around them. Before they wers abie
to collapse their 'chuhes hhey were dragged hundreas of yerds
across the jageed ice, one almost to his death.

They jumpad near the wreckage of a llavy pabrol bomber that
nad crashed cn tle ice=cap several days earlier. Faint radio
sirnals of wadetermined origin, indicated that scmeore might
have survived the crash, OComplate evaiuation of the wreckage
fron tie =ir was iwpossivle. There were no areas nearby suit-
able for landing an zirceraft or h=liccpter. They jumped to
determine vhether or not there were survivors and, if there
were, tc bring them aid, L

Thew found that anne of the nine crew members bad survived
the crosh but thiz grim discevery in no vay alters the fact
that Holder and Christensen jumped to save lives. They spant
12 days on the ice-cap in suv-zerc temperatures sustained
chiefiy cy thelr couraze and their koowledge of arstic survival
techniquea. That the men they jumped to save had all met in-
stent death vhen their wnlans plowed inco thne icy wmountain earnnot
datract from tie heroism cf tho two Air Rescuemen. Taeir sell-
l2se act was ir “hz greah iradltion. ' :




The heroism of Holder and Christensen is no% uncommor. It
is, in fact, typical of this special breed—the pararescve nen
of the Air Rescue Service. In a proud organization devoted to
its motto, "that others may live," they zre of the elite. It
is fitting that the trophy symbolic of supremac;” arong the
pararescue teams of this world-wide rescue organization be named
the Don Flickinger Trophy.
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PARARESCUE PIOHEER

-A Personal Account by Brig. Gen. Don Flickinger of
His Historic Jump into the Wilderness-

Juring the spring and summer of 1943 < operating in the
Assam area with headquarters at Chabua - Indiz-China Wing Air
fransport Cormand, we formed a small jungle rescue unit com=
posad of medical and other versonnel picked especially for their
vhysical stamina, resourceiulness and knowledge of the jungle,
and zeneral survival procedures to proceed into the jungles over
land and rescue dovmed aircrews. Several rescue missions of this
type ware successfully caricied out, aircraft teinz vused to trans-
wort the team to the landing strip nearest the site. Later, the
aircraft would return to nick up the team and rescue personnel.
Various supplies were air dropped to the expedition as weather
and/or enemy action permitted.

Provisions were made early for air drop of a rescue team to
a2 silbe inaccessible by the overland route and a system of sig-
nalling was developed which allowed survivors to signal to the
search plane concerning the status of their party and their
needs - especially as regards medical care,

On approximately 3 or 4 August 1943, a C-L6 carrying a total
of 21 crew and passengers zot in trouble and parachuted out
sveryone after radioing an 503, Among the passengers were
civilian USI and,State Department officials enroute to China,
one of whom had ‘intimate knowledge of the war plan for the com-
ing Lortn Burma campaign. One or two high rarking Chinese army -
officers also were zboard.

The Commanding General of the India-Chirma Winz (General
Alexander) directed that we establish contact immediately with
the survivors and institute necessary rescue procedures. Ve
had no accurate plot on the crash and had only a general idea
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from their last nositien report where the place mizh% be, namaly
in so-called wicliarted Lerritorr on tha mep in the nmorthern o
tior of the Naga !ills. It appzared Lhat the most ayp=iiiious
means of getting to the survivors was by paradrow irlo tie area.
1 decided to volunteer for the reason Liat I sy Lhe enly
medical officer who had mace a previous parachute hvm (1943
in Hawaii - testing sea rescue und survival jear and neuind gues).
Two medical corpsmen, Sergzant Harold Passer and Cow-oral
William MacKenzie, volunteered also and the tarse of us we-e
airlifted by C-47 flown by Major George Katzmar (row of foericun
Airlines) to the search site approximately 150 - 200 miles “=opm
our advanced base at Chabua,

After 3 - 4 hours of search we finally pisked wn s =i
signal display on the side of a hill i1 the junsgie on a smaln
plateau near some native huts, The si-=nal read "need urmant
medical care." B8ince the pesilion indieated =t least & teq cr
twelve day trip over land through unexplored nead-hurter Ler-
ritory, the decision was easy to make. I told my mecdieal
corpsmen that 1 cid not feel that they shculd jumo with me bui
they wouald have none of this and follcwed me -n the badiioul,

Our pilot, Major Katzman, was a major facLor in our lewling
on the plateau rather than down the mountainside. |la Fang
the wind with great accuracy and we bailed ou: or Lis signal at
about 800 feet atove the placeau and ve all Taided Sthiy 2any
reach of the camp,

Wa founa the group alive except for the co-vilct wno bod
nct cleaced the plans with his chuke and crashed with it. 1Me
radio operator, T,/Sgi Oswalt, had a broken leg, aiotier pas—
senger had a broken ankle and there were six other persomizl
with leas severe injuriss.



Without the help of Sgt Passey and Corp MacKenzie the job
of administering the necessary medical care and caring generally
for the survivors would have been extremely difficult but with
these two it was relatively easy. Ve -had jumped with our own
constructed sacks and were well equipped with all necessary
unolies and equinment, In truth, the net success of the entire
rescue mission was largely due to the couraze, stamina, re-
sourcefulness and spirit of these two medical corpsmen and it is
impossible Lo accerd them too much eredit in this, their first
undertaking as pararescue medical persomnnel....

I cannot say too much for, or praise too highly, the courage
and complete unselfishness of those men, officers, nco's and
enlisted men who worked in the first air rescue squadron at
Chabua, assam. There can never be recognized nor proclaimed a
full and true account of the many acts of heroism which they
performed routinsly and reularly as a necessary part of their
work,



PARARESCUE TEML CAPABILITY

Conibless successful Pararescue Team operations are a

daily tribute to the highly effective training of the Para-
“esaue sl Survival School of the lilitary Air Transport
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.vice., TFollowinz a recent reduction in the number of
Saeapascue Teams and the subsequent reporting ol surplus
sersonnzl, it wmus deterained that no furtner justification
axisted for tiis traininz. 4s a result the school was de-
activated 24 Decamber 1953,

nad
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iip lescue Service Commanders should be fully aware of
the capabilities nnd limitations of their presently assigned
Pararescue Teams. as a quide to a better understanding of
Lthese capabilities and limitations a brief summary of the
primary aims of tlie Lraining received should be most helpful.

Pararescue and Survival Training provided Air Rescus
Service with personnsl qualified in precision parachuting,
sdministration of wedical aid, and the care and rescue of
survivors in all climatic areas under all conditions.

ifter careful screening and selection, the Pararescue
a4 Survival trainee was sent to the Airborne School, Fort
2arming, Geor;ia, for a three to five wealks basiec airborne
o rse. There he received instruction in parachuting tech=-
nizues and comupieted five "live! jumps, uwalifying as a
rated parachuiist.

5aecifically, training at Fort Benning included: (1)

Jererstrations of physical abilityr; (2) Development of
- otinnal stzbility; (3) Demonstrated ability to perform
soqute juwans from troop carriar aireraft into open ficlds,
~inz field eguipmant and combat gear; (4) Demonstrations

= ritr «fith procedures for emergancy landings; (5)
-r with thz care, hendling, stcrage, packing and
apaghawisbics of operation of the troop-type para-
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Upon comoleticn of ths Basic airborre Gourse, the stveent
procoeced to the 3cliool of Aviation Madicine at Sunter Ai-
force Base, Alabama, to attend the &ir nescue opzcialist
Mzdical Covrse. During “he four-isek cvarse, the trainze
received instructicn in 21l %pvec of advanced Firs: Ald, in-
cluding: (1) How tc determine ratwe and egtent of injurt es,
(2) Hou to repnder advancad Ficst Aid. (5) How %5 dzs=rihe
survivor's corditicn cver racis to parsiciar so as to rec=ive
°nd execute nhysiciar's recommended reasir s, (&) How 4o
protect disaster victims from envircnme-t«l hnzarna.

Suceess{ul completion of the ARS Specialist Medical Covcze
quaiified the student for 2dditioual training at the Mararesaye
and Survival 3chool. The ten-waek curiicilur of the Pera=ceane
énd Swiviwal School had six geaeral areas of instructicn for the
trainee. For examrle, belecre pracduatisn ne was Indoctrainatad in
the physical characterisiics anc eavironmentel proklems fecund In
arctic, desert, tropical, coastal, aud mouniain terrains, ‘Hyan
basiec information of mnativas psychology of various zrezs, ns is
able to improvise iu the f2ald as “he necessity arises,

For tropical field trainirg tha Pararsscue -irmen aztually
lived in the Iverglades of Florida, Cuzetal survival instom.c-
tion was conducted at Boca Grande Key, an neinkabited islend
ahout 10 miles soutiwest, of Key West, Florida. The desert
survival and mountzin clinbirg training was conducted in the
voshua Tree Natiopal Monumeni ares af +ha Mojave Tesart
G?nli:{:rp ia .

The trainse geined his aretie ircoctriraiion rea= Ha3all,
Idako, where winter end sunmer ronditisns 2 -e sirilas ho nolar
conditiors, Belore completing his trairirg, e Learned aboil
the capabilities and limitations cf t43 Res - teanm and its
edquipment and croved his cbility to select landing arsas from
the air, cummuted end correcied Cor exisbins vind corrlitinns,

|
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The Pararescue airman, Lesides learning now to survive in
tha yarious terrain areas, also learned how to travel., He
learned how to read a map and a magnetic comoass. fob only
1id he lenrn how to live, but also learned how to travel to
..:5 destination over rocks, rountains, snow and desert through
211 twses of geographic deviations. In brief, he is able to
n=vizate back to civilization or to pre-determined rendezvous
noints.

Tracinz the descue operations through its four stages of
nobtifieztion, search, ail nnd rescue, the Pararescue team
n=-bars learned the technimues of ground interrogation, land
search, sntr-nce into disaster areas, and return of victims
to stations of safety. Underlining the phases of training is
4 constant daily reminder that operational readiness and speed
ara of the essence.

3ince iir tascne Service is world-wide in scope, working
.fith both national and international civilian and military
-utroritiss, Pararescue personnel must know and understand
cartzin legal procedures. In this shase of training, the
Parapegeue man learned about the corract disposition of human
remains and personal effects, and how to mark and safeguard

asireralt wrecikace.

m-a curpienlum of the Pararescue and Survival School
aeguainted the Pararesaue airman with a host of allied skills
igslin: iith the successfil Hescue mission.

The Pararsescue men of today have the capability and desire
to oz 2 orimary rescue facility. Hle may be called upon to
partieipate in opsrational missions any minute of day or night--
so cihars nmay live.
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